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The work of the American Bible Society is both missionary and benevolent. 


To all classes in 


this country the Bible is sold at the mere cost of publication, while in foreign lands the Scriptures 
are offered at cost or at merely nominal prices, and given to the poor everywhere without money 


and without price. 


EIGHTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS BIBLE SOCIETY. 
ADDRESS OF THE HON. ROBERT C. WINTHOP. 

We hold our annual meeting, gentlemen, on an un- 
accustomed day. Heretofore it has been held on the 
Monday preceding the last Wednesday of May. That 
last Wednesday of May was a notable day in our 
annals. It had been associated with the organization 
of our colonial and State governments for two cen- 
turies, and during the last of those centuries almost all 
the religious and charitable societies of our town and 
county and Commonwealth had arranged their annual 
meetings for some one of the days of that particular 
week, which was known by every one as Anniversary 
Week. 

This Massachusetts Bible Society led the way, as it 
was well entitled to do, by holding its annual meeting 
on the first day of that week. For a long succession 
of years its meetings were attended by throngs of 
good people, and sermons or addresses were deliv- 
ered by distinguished clergymen or laymen. I well 
remember delivering one of those addresses myself, 
more than forty years ago, when I was Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the United States. I wish 
it were in my power to deliver as good an one now. 

But times are changed, and we are changed with 
them. I certainlyam. No sermons or addresses are 
now expected, and no throngs, as we see, are gathered 
here to listen to them. Our annual meetings, as you 
decided last year, when illness prevented my 
being with you, are henceforth to be held, as this 
annual meeting is held to-day for the first time, on the 
Monday following the 15th day of March. Good and 
sufficient reasons were given for the change, in which 
I entirely concur, and on which I will not enlarge. 

No change of date, however, as I need hardly say, 
has in any degree changed the work in which we are 
engaged. That work is of the simplest character. 
Our act of incorporation, bearing date 1810—one 
year after the society had been instituted—limits and 
‘describes that work in the following distinct terms : 


_ “For raising a fund by voluntary contribution to be 
_ appropriated in procuring Bibles and Testaments, of 


the version in common use in the churches of New 


( 2 England, for distribution among all persons inhabiting 


i 


within the State or elsewhere, who are destitute of 
the Sacred Scriptures, and who cannot be conveniently 
supplied without the aid of others.” 

The supply of the Sacred Scriptures to those who 
are destitute of them, and destitute of the means of 
procuring them, is thus our sole and simple work. 
Everything else which we do, or attempt to do, is 
incidental and subordinate. We deal with one book, 
—if we may not rather call it a whole library of 
books. We certainly do not forget that there are 
fifty or sixty productions, and even more, written by 
forty or fifty different authors, in the single volume 
which is called the Bible. One book, notwithstanding, 
it still is, and ever will be—one in spirit, one in 
authority, one in its appeal to the acceptance, affec- 
tion, and reverence of mankind. 

It has indeed a special division, into two principal 
parts—differently designated as the Old Testament 
and the New Testament. But there is no want of 
continuity between them. An eminent Lord Chan- 
cellor of England, whom I had the privilege and 
pleasure of knowing personally as Sir William Page 
Wood, before he took his seat on the woolsack and 
became Lord Hatherly, prepared and published, some 
years before his death in 1881, an admirable little 
volume, entitled “The Continuity of Scripture as 
declared by the testimony of our Lord and of the 
Evangelists and Apostles,” of which I was glad to 
secure one of the first six thousand copies ten years 
ago. It might well be a manual for our Sunday school 
teachers. 

We all know, however, that our Old Testament 
contains the same Scriptures which Jesus Christ him- 
self read and interpreted in the Jewish synagogue, 
and which he expounded to two, at least, of his 
disciples during that most memorable walk to Emmaus 
after his resurrection from the dead. “‘ Beginning 
with Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning him- 
self.’ These are the words of St. Luke. There” 
were no Holy Scriptures except those included in our 
own Old Testament at that time. The words and 
acts of Christ, his parables and miracles, his birth 
and death, remained to be recorded in detail by the 
evangelists and apostles, under the influence and 
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inspiration of the Holy Spirit, as he promised, and 
they are now the priceless contents of the New Tes- 
tament. 

We need no newer Testament. There have been, 
and still are, many controversies and contentions 
about the Bible. Commentaries and revisions have 
undoubtedly thrown fresh light on the meaning of 
some obscure words, and have made welcome correc- 
tions of some positive errors. We have, too, an 
abundance and even a superabundance of self-styled 
“advanced thought’? and “higher criticism,” But 
with these our society has nothing to do. We do not 
presume to advance beyond Christ, or to recognize 
higher criticisms than those of his immediate dis- 
ciples and apostles. Nothing, certainly, has im- 
paired the inestimable value of the version which we 
were incorporated to distribute, and which we have 
distributed for eighty-two or three years. As was 
well said by my friend, Dr. Richard S. Storrs, in a 
discourse which I recently received from him and 
read with great interest—‘‘Our minds may some- 
times be perplexed, but the Bible will stand, God’s 
word for the world, till time is finished.” 

It thus only remains for us, gentlemen, to go on 
with diligence and confidence, co-operating cordially 
and effectively as we have done for so many years 
past with the great American Bible Society at New 
York, of which we are one of the very oldest auxil- 
iaries, and with the still greater British and Foreign 
Bible Society of Old England, and to see to it that no 
one within our reach—and the whole world is now 
within our reach—is destitute of the Holy Scriptures. 

I wish sincerely, as I have often said before, that 
we had a more sightly and attractive place for our 
proceedings. The ample means which have come to 
us recently from our greatest benefactor, Mr. Durant, 
leave us no further excuse for not having a suitable 
Bible House in Boston, which may have rooms to be 
rented to other congenial institutions, yielding an 
ample income to our treasury, and where our own 
apartments may have more of the dignity—I might 
almost say the decency—which belongs to our work, 
and which shall tell every visitor, and assure every 
passer-by, that the Bible is held in respect and rever- 
ence in our old Puritan city. 

A spacious exhibition room, where Bibles of all 
sorts and all ages and all languages, with at least 
engraved portraits of the great men who have been 
associated with them, from Wycliffe, Tyndall, and 
Luther downwards, not forgetting our own John 
Eliot, would attract visitors, and purchasers, and 
readers, and benefactors, who now pass by on the 
other side. Even as a matter of business, I doubt 
whether there could be any better investment of our 
permanent funds. I may not live to see such an 
edifice, but I shall not cease to hope for it as long as 
T do live. 


CAREFUL STUDY OF THE BOOK. 


FROM THE ADDRESS OF THE REV. DR. MOULTON AT 
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

We rejoice with unspeakable joy in the wonderful 
advance of recent years in the study of the sacred 
word. The very microscopic scrutiny will serve but 
to reveal the beauties that else would be hidden, 
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The analogy of the past may fill us with hopeful con- 
fidence, Fifty years ago the fabric of the New Testa- 
ment was assailed with unexampled vehemence, but 


there is no student among us now who does not look * 


back with gratitude on’ the result of the attack. The 
assailants proved our best friends, in that they led us 
to a closer study and deeper knowledge. The stone 
that has been laid is tried. It is a sure foundation 
stone, we believe, and will not make haste. I depre- 
cate a spirit of fear and panic. The truth is sure. 
We can do nothing against truth. Like yourselves, 
we recognize that there is abroad much unhallowed 
criticism, and we are grateful to those students who 
are true defenders of the faith. But there 1s some- 
thing better than controversy. There are weapons 
more powerful than criticism. 

The answer to those who doubt the inspiration of 
Holy Scripture is to show the power of inspiration in 
molding the spiritual life. I am weary of attempts 
to trace the unsearchable—to explain how the inspir- 
ing Spirit wrought through man the inspired word. 
Let us go to the word itself. Let us live in its atmos- 
phere—bathe ourselves in its light. It bears its own 
witness. We may see words, phrases, combinations, 
which seem at first strange. The difficulties win us to 
draw nearer still. I am reading, for example, the 
gospel written by the beloved disciple who lived 
closest to his heavenly Master. I find by the strictest 
inductive criticism, by the teaching of experience 
continually new, that there is no phenomenon of the 
text which does not lead to a deeper appreciation of 
the meaning. The loving study of a dear face will 
reveal significance in every slightest ripple of change, 
and so when the spiritual atmosphere is attained by 
prayerful study, the words live and move before us, 
ever changing in their deep revelation, ever consistent 
in their steadfast truth. 

You have, in America, close and deep students of 
the word. How gladly would I take my place as a 
learner in many a lecture-room in your noble colleges 
and universities. It has not been my good fortune to 
be brought into the extended contact which I should 
have desired with the teachers themselves. But I 
know their devotion to their work. 
labor on the revision of the Authorized Version of 
the New Testament I had many opportunities of ap- 
preciating the co-operation of our American brethren. 
Theirthoroughness and painstaking accuracy, their de- 
votion and zeal, were of the very greatest value, and 
are deserving of warmest praise. These scholars and 
their many brethren in your colleges will, I know, 
join me in my plea for such a humble, trustful, patient, | 
study of Scripture as I have ventured tourge. In our 
endeavor thus to study the word we recognize that 


only in the spirit of Christ can we know his word. ~ 


The influence of the Spirit is the atmosphere of 
spiritual study. oF 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE | 


SOCIETY. 
The British and Foreign Bible Society, having com- 


pleted its eighty-eighth year, celebrated its anniver- 
_ Sary on the 4th of last May. Anelaborate and forcible _ 


In our ten years’ . 
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appeal for a large increase in the contributions for the 
work of the society was made by the president, the 
Earl of Harrowby, and was followed by a proposal 
that a special fund of fifty thousand pounds sterling 
be raised without delay. Other addresses were made 
by the Bishop of Exeter, Rev. J. C. Gibson, of China, 
Archdeacon Hodgson, Rev. Dr. Prochet, of Italy, and 
the Rev. Dr. Morrow, of the Pennsylvania Bible 
Society. 

The report shows that the Bible is the book for 
which men everywhere ask as they ask for no other. 
Thirteen thousand copies of it, in whole or in part, are 
asked at this society’s hands for every working day 
throughout the year. Versions of some part of it in 
over seventy languages last year claimed the atten- 
tion of its editorial committee. Nine of these lan- 
guages find a place for the first time among those 
privileged to convey to men in their own tongue the 
gospel message of the Most High. The total circu- 
lation of the year in Bibles, Testaments, and detached 
books of Scripture, fell short of four millions by only 
10,785 copies. This number includes 823,313 Bibles, 
1,294,212 New Testaments, and 1,871,690 Portions, a 
total of 3,989,215 volumes. The total issues of eighty- 
eight years are 131,844,796 copies. Of the ‘‘ Penny”’ 
Testament, which has been sold for about half the 
real cost, there have been issued since July, 1884, 
5,000,668 copies. The receipts of the year from all 
sources were £211,384,103, and the aggregate expend- 
iture was about £23,397 more. 


NOTES OF RECENT BIBLE TOURS IN SIAM. 
BY REV. JOHN CARRINGTON. 
March 4, 1892. 
Having had my boat manned, I went down to the 
Presbyterian station at Sam Ray, Bangkok, where our 
Scriptures are printed and where our main depository 
is. There we took on board a supply of books for 
the tour, and started down the river to the mouth of 
a canal which crosses the country to the Bangpakong, 


- one of the large rivers of Siam. At first the canal is 


winding and presents beautiful spots of tropic scenery ; 
but we soon enter the main straight canal, which is 
monotonous enough to one who has travelled on it 
before. Little towns stretch along the banks, with 
no back streets usually. At the first town we came 
to ] sold about a dozen books of Scripture. At Rat- 
kabang, a larger market-town, I found the people 
eager to buy, and sold them more than a hundred 
portions. It being the dry season, the boatmen had 
to push the boat through long stretches of mud and 
water—more mud at times than water. It was a great 
relief towards evening of the 7th to get out of the 
muddy canal and enter the Bangpakong River. The 
town of Bangpakong is a place of about 1,000 inhabi- 
tants—Chinese and Siamese. The houses are built 
on posts, high up, so as to allow the tides to flow 
under them easily. I had a friendly reception, and 
though it must have been after two o’clock when I 
arrived, I sold before night 200 Portions of Scripture. 
I returned to Bangkok after twelve days’ absence, 
having disposed of 1,100 volumes, 1,000 of which were 
sold. 
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A BIBLE TOUR IN LOWER BENGAL, 


PAKUR MISSION, BENGAL, May 1, 1892. 

More than a year has now elapsed since I was ap- 
prised that the American Bible Society had responded 
to my request for aid in making a tour in the unex- 
plored regions of Bengal, and according to my prom- 
ise I have now the privilege of sending you some 
brief account of the trip. I am very grateful for the 
assistance rendered me, and I shall not be surprised, 
if I ever have occasion to go over the same ground 
again, to find that the Gospels have carried convic- 
tion to some homes. 

Having made all necessary preparations for a long 
journey, we started from our home with bullock carts, 
tents, a vast amount of books, and other necessary 
things; our special aim being to circulate the Scrip- 
tures and other religious literature among the people 
in districts hitherto neglected by missionaries. Any 
one who appreciates the influence exerted by liter- 
ature upon the mind of the reader, will understand the 
absolute necessity devolving upon every missionary 
to scatter the Scriptures among a reading people. 
We always sell the books, for experience has taught 
us that what the natives buy they will value and 
preserve. 

At this time the Government was taking a census, 
and our first halt was at a place where the officials 
had collected a large number of educated men from 
all parts of the district to make report of the number 
of inhabitants in each village. We sold a large num- 
ber of books among them. 

Having selected a suitable place for pitching our 
tent, we went from it asa center to all the villages 
within a radius of three or four miles, and then went 
on seven or eight miles to the next convenient centre. 
In some places the people received us kindly ; in 
others they looked on us with suspicion, and though 
we assured them that we had only come to deliver a 
message from the King in heaven, they feared that we 
had some secret object connected with the govern- 
ment. Sometimes, in order to make us leave the 
sooner, they refused to sell us the necessaries of life, 
declaring that there was nothing to be found in the 
village. 

At one place, while we were journeying, a man came 
running to us with the offer to help us if we needed 
help, and explained that more than a year before we 
had sold him some of our books, which he had liked 
so much that he wanted to show his gratitude by the 
offer of assistance. He was a man “almost per- 
suaded ” to accept the gospel rule of life. 

After crossing the Ganges we came to the Malda 
district, in which William Carey travelled and 
preached a hundred years ago. “It is a remarkable 
thing,’ said a gentleman in this district to whom I 
was introduced, “that although Malda was about the 
first district in Bengal favored by the gospel news, 
yet during these hundred years, while missions have 
been established everywhere else, it is not known 
that a preacher has ever visited this place.” We 
went about the district for some time, and were re- 
ceived freely and kindly. We were invited to preach 
in several villages, and I made arrangements for the 
establishment of an out-station. 

At one place where we were addressing a large 
crowd, a Brahmin came and tried to dissuade the 
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people from buying our books ; but some one among 
them promptly answered, “If you do not wish to buy, 
you need not. Use your option. What the preacher 
says is good and true, and we cannot listen to your 
attempt to prevent our buying,’’ and, suiting the 
action to the word, they bought as fast as they could. 
These were among the omens for good which awaken 
hope that much may be accomplished among them in 
the future. We sold during the year 173 Bibles, 187 
New Testaments and 5,792 Portions, and about 7,000 
other religious books and hymn books. 
N. MADSEN. 


NORTH INDIA. 
BY S. S. DEASE, OF “SHER SINGH.” 
BARELI, N. W. P., INDIA. 

Some time ago I was itinerating among the villages 
situated at the foot of the Himalayas, and wherever I 
went I heard of Sher Singh, the subject of this 
sketch. I wastold that what Isaid regarding Christ’s 
death for sinful men had already been told them by 
Sher Singh. On inquiry I learned that he was a hill- 
man of high caste, who went from village to village 
for trading purposes, and always carried with him a 
book out of which he read to the people regarding 
Christ ; and in this way they had heard the tidings of 
salvation. This was strange news to me, for I had 
supposed this people to be totally unacquainted with 
the Christian religion, because only one or two Chris- 
tian workers had ever found their way into this part 
of the country. 

Later on I heard how Sher Singh had been led to 
Christ. During one of his trading expeditions he had 
purchased a copy of the New Testament, and had 
read it carefully. His reading convinced him that 
Christ alone was the true Saviour; and, being a man 
of decision of character, he at once declared himself 
his follower, and began telling others about him. 
He had apparently never met a missionary, and there- 
fore had never been baptized. 

All my efforts to procure a meeting proved fruit- 
less ; so I finally decided to send in search of him a 
convert who had been of the same caste, desiring him 
to give Sher Singh what assistance he could in more 
fully understanding the teachings of the Scriptures. 
After some weeks my messenger returned and gave 
me a very interesting account of the simple faith of 
Sher Singh, also relating how much his relatives per- 
secuted him, and how his family refused any longer 
to live with him, and were taking steps to have his 
estate taken out of his control, on the plea that he 
was mad and incapable of managing it. 

Sher Singh requested that on his return to his 
mountain village (in the course of a few months) I 
would visit him there, and administer the rite of bap- 
tism. In the meanwhile I heard, to my sorrow, he 
had died suddenly, and so I neyer had the opportunity 
of meeting this interesting character. 

The book which did so much for him, and which 
he never allowed out of his possession for fear it 
should be destroyed, is still in his village, and I have 
no doubt other hearts are being leavened with its 
divine truths. The word of God is a light to many 
groping souls in this dark land—souls, perhaps, about 
whom missionaries may never hear. I have met sev- 
eral who have been brought to Christ through the 
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written word, and without exception they have been 
sincere, devoted followers of the Lamb.— World Wide 
Missions. 


“ WAFT, WAFT, YE WINDS, THE STORY.” 

The Missionary Herald reproduces an account 
given by the Rev. Mr. Abbott, of Bombay, of a walk 
he had taken through the mountains of the Bhor 
state, visiting a people under native rule who had 
never before seen a Christian missionary, and who, 
being far removed from Brahman influences as well as 
from Christian truth, were unusually ready to receive 
the message of the gospel : 

On one occasion, when Mr. Abbott was speaking to a 
company of these people about the necessity of being 
born again, a man in the audience said that he had a 
book that told him some of these things, When 
asked the name of the book he said that he could not 
remember it, but repeated in Marathi a passage which 
showed that he had understood the discourse as to 
the new birth: “ The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.” Mr. Abbott had the 
pleasure of telling the man that the book he had 
learned this from was the Bible, and that he would 
do well to study it constantly. So the Spirit of God 
hath wafted this seed of truth into a region which 
seemed altogether barren and dry. Hcw many such 
barren districts there are in India, with its population 
nearly five times as great as that of the United 
States! And how few the laborers ! 


FORMOSA. 

Mr. J. Aminoff, who was employed as a Bible col- 
porteur on this island during the latter part of 1891, 
sends the following account of the field and of his 
labors: 


Having worked for a term of five months in 
North Formosa, I beg to lay before you a few facts 
concerning the land and people where I have been 
laboring. Formosa is inhabited by three different 
kinds of people—the savages, the Pepo-hoan, and the 
Chinese. The so-called savages, who are undoubtedly 
of Malay origin, speaking a sort of Malay language 
and inhabiting the long mountain range from north to 
south, are very warlike, which John Chinaman often 
finds to his sorrow. Even while writing this report, 
news comes to hand of nearly five hundred Chinese 
braves having been killed, and among thema general. 
I do not wonder at these poor people doing their best 
to keep the Chinese from encroaching upon their ter- 
ritory. The Pepo-hoan are an aboriginal race settled 
on the plains. They shave their heads and wear 
Chinese clothing and speak Chinese in addition to 
their own language. They are very open and free, 
and as little like the subtle, squeezing Chinese, as the 
writer of this is. These Pepo-hoans, like the savages, 
are very friendly to the Europeans ; and, indeed, the 
great part of the church members both in the Cana- 
dian Mission in the North and in the E. P. Mission in 
the South consists of Pepo-hoans. The Chinaman 
inhabits the lowlands. The lower hill region is in- 


habited by a very hardy, sober, and industrious class, 
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from the neighborhood of Canton, called the Hakka. 
Their women do not bind their feet ; they all know 
the character, and, consequently, the colporteur finds 
among them his best customers. The remaining 
Chinese population, who are mostly from the Amoy 
and Chin-chu regions, are much like their brethren on 
the mainland, except in two things: They are now 
friendly to foreigners and more independent. Indeed, 
I have often been asked by some of them, “Why 
don’t the foreigners come to take this island, so we 
could have proper justice administered to us and less 
squeezing done?” When the newspapers were full of 
war, rebellion, foreign occupation, Kolao Hwi, and 
what not, the people here were quite tranquil. We 
have had no man-of-war, no volunteers, and no need 
of any. Now and then, when a new detachment of 
Hunan soldiers came here, one might have heard 
such a thing as the “‘ foreign devil” mentioned; but the 
fever, the savages’ spears and arrows, as well as the 
kindness of the foreign doctors, all combined to take 
the devil out of them. The Mackay Mission is doing 
and has done good work, and this tends to make the 
foreigner respected. Dr. Mackay has in North Formosa 
fifty-two chapels, with a preacher who is versed in 
medicine in each chapel. Thus sick people may 
come to have their souls as well as their bodies 
healed, all without charge. I have known their 
preachers to go round the town telling those who 
had purchased books to come to the chapel to hear 
explanation of things they could not understand. 
Indeed, they have been very helpful and obliging. 

I have often met with people who have shown me 
books which they purchased from me more than two 
years ago; and once a man told me plainly that the 
books were very good but hard to live up to. I could 
really sympathize with the fellow, as I find it the 
same. During the five months of my work TFsold 
8,746 books, of which 583 are Testaments; travelled 
over 600 miles, visited 189 towns and villages, besides 
thirty junks in the harbors of Hobe and Keelung. My 
mode of work is to have a good lot of books taken 
to some large town which I make my station for the 
time being, and from there I make excursions to all 
neighboring villages and towns oz foot. 


FOOD AND MEDICINE. 

A lady missionary in Syria, while spending the hot 
season on Mount Lebanon, found her way to the 
homes of the villagers, and among the incidents of 
the summer the following are told in The Church at 
Home and Abroad: 

Last Sabbath after dinner, I took my Bible and 
hymn book and went up to read to some of my sick 
people. As I was returning to the house, people along 
the way urged me to come in and visit them. To one 
group I said: ‘‘Not to-day. I only go to see sick 
people on Sunday. I will come to you some other 
day.” One.bright woman spoke up quickly and said : 
“ But our souls are sick.” “In that case,” said I, “I 
have medicine for you,” and held up my Bible. Sol 


went in and they gathered round, and listened atten- _ 


tively while I read and talked to them, and they asked 
many eager questions that show that they do think 
about these things. I was asked in all along the line and 
stopped in five houses before I reached home at dusk. 
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Another day I was coming by an oven where the 
women were making bread. They insisted on my 
coming in and gave me a nice fresh “loaf” to eat, 
andj listened eagerly to my story about Christ, the 
Bread of Life. 


——+-~+ 


A ,.WOMAN’S CONFIDENCE IN THE 
POWER OF THE BIBLE. 

At Kooltig, a village in the field of the Eastern 
Turkey Mission, lives a woman who has recently 
begun to attend the Protestant service. The oppo- 
sition of her husband, which sometimes brought her a 
severe beating, did not prevent her following the con- 
victions of her conscience. In answer to the question, 
“Does your husband care for any of these things ?” 
she replied with intense earnestness, ‘‘ No, he is per- 
fectly careless. I have talked with him a great deal, 
but seeing that my words did no good I cut off some 
of my ornaments and with them bought a Bible, 
which I have placed before him. I expect that God’s 
words will sometime arouse him.”’ 


THE ARABIC BIBLE. 


The whole frowning fortress of despotism in Persia 
and Turkey, alike rest upon foundations of religious 
belief that are deeply and widely honey-combed by 
intelligent thought concerning human guilt and need, 
and concerning the Saviour from sin, revealed in the 
Christian Scriptures, printed in the language of the 
Koran, widely circulated and diligently read, and now 
luminously expounded by the godly lives of evan- 
gelical Christians. Those*foundations of apparent 
rock are fast becoming unstable sand.— 7he Church 
at Home and Abroad. 


A BIBLE MEETING IN ST. THOMAS, 
WEST INDIES. 

The Rev. Dr. E. C. Oggel sends to the Christian 
Intelligencer an account of a Bible meeting which 
was held in the Moravian Church at St. Thomas, on 
the 25th of last April, at which about a thousand 
people were present. One of the addresses was made 
by the Rev. G. O. Heath, whose headquarters are at 
Barbados, one of the English islands, which has a 


population of nearly two hundred thousand. He 


represents the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
his district extends from Demerara to Jamaica, the 
Bahamas and the Bermudas. Without attempting to 
speak of every island, he simply contrasted the 
position of Bible work in two parts of his district. 
He recently visited Guadaloupe, a French island in 
which there is no Protestant church at all, and ob- 
tained permission from the mayor to sell Bibles in the 
arrondissement. The mayor readily granted permis- 
sion, but thought more profit would be made out of 
little novels. The speaker then gave an interesting 
account of his efforts to sell copies of the gospels 
among the people. The way was prepared by giving 
away illustrated tracts containing Bible stories. Tak- 
ing his stand in the market-place, he read from “The 
book of God,” and when the people found that they 
could buy one for two cents, his stock was soon ex- 
hausted. This was repeated on the next day, but 
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soon the cry was raised that the “book of God’”’ was 
only another name for ‘‘ Protestant book,” and not 
many more were sold. He had employed three men 
to sell books in the country districts, but they were 
not the right type of men, and the results were not 
very satisfactory. He tried one day to sell some 
gospels to the men in a tailor’s shop, but they only 
laughed at him and intimated that they were not to be 
caught buying “ Protestant books.’’ He read to them, 
however, John iii. 16, and one or two similar passages, 
when they all became serious, and some of them bought 
copies. There is great need for an active and intelli- 
gent man to carry on this work in Guadaloupe and 
Martinique. 

By way of contrast to this, he then referred to the 
Bible work in the Bermudas. As far back as 1868 a 
committee had been formed there, but they had not 
done much practical work. But during the interval 
from then till now, different religious bodies have 
been doing good work in supplying the people with 
Bibles. He had been about and made inquiries of all 
sorts of people, and was assured_on every hand that 
there was scarcely a person in the whole group of 
islands who did not possess a Bible or a New Testa- 
ment. From this it would appear that the people of 
the Bermudas are better supplied with the Scriptures 
than the people in any other part of the world. In 
conclusion, he urged the vigorous canvassing of St. 
Thomas by means of a colporteur or Bible-woman. 

After an address on the Bible in Italy and France 
by the Rev. James Foster, Dr. Oggel spoke about the 
Bible in the Sandwich Islands : 

He said that the people of those sunny islands had 
been civilized, educated, and Christianized through 
the Bible. The elevation of the people had not been 
brought about by literature, philosophy, commerce, 
the enactments of legislation, by an army or navy; 
but by the Bible. He believed that to-day the testi- 
mony of all who could speak knowingly was uniform 
to the effect that whatever there was of exaltation in 
intelligence and right living on the Sandwich Islands 
was due to the Bible. He illustrated his theme with 
incidents of what, during a three years’ pastorate in 
the capital, he had seenand heard. To-day the Bible 
is there still the book. Its uplifting and saving power 
is brought to bear on the Chinese, Japanese, and 
Portuguese. Bible-women go with it into every 
home. It is the one book that in the Hawaiian land, 
as in all lands, answers to the heart’s truest and 
deepest needs, 

A collection was taken up for the Bible Society, 
and as a result of this meeting the island of St. 
Thomas will be thoroughly canvassed, and, with the 
help of God, we will carry the light into every 
dwelling. 


AN AMERICAN COLPORTEUR’S EXPERIENCE 
WITH THE CHINESE, 
BY REV. GEORGE W. VERITY. 

I beg leave to submit the following annual report 
for 1891: 

I arrived in Shanghai the 5th of last January, and 
about ten days later, in company with Mr. A. Copp, 
began the canvass of Shanghai. It was rather awkward 
for one who did not know a word of the language 
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to go to the homes of the people and ask them 
to buy books. But since a beginning had to be made, 
I entered with much timidity upon my duties. 

Shanghai is a city of, probably, 350,000 inhabitants. 
It is divided into five parts, viz.: the American Con- 
cession, the English Concession, the French Conces- 
sion, the native city proper, which is surrounded by a 
wall, and, lastly, a long narrow strip, very densely 
populated, running north and south between this wall 
and the river. 

We began in the English Concession, taking a row 
of blocks clear across the division. Street by street, 
block by block, court by court, and house by house. 
We were engaged in this canvass ten months, during 
which time we were assisted by from one to five 
native colporteurs. 

One passing along the street would wonder where 
the people live, for he sees, in the resident districts 
proper, nothing from the street but a bare, plastered 
brick wall, varying in height from seven to twenty 
feet. Here and there is a large door set in a stone 
frame, entering which we find ourselves in a long 
court, six or eight feet wide, paved either with brick 
or stone, from which smaller courts open, generally 
at right angles, to the right and left. In these courts, 
as out on the street, we see bare, plastered brick walls, 
pierced at regular intervals by double doors, which 
are set in stone frames. These are the outside doors 
of the dwellings. Whether the houses be of brick or 
wood, the general arrangement is the same. We 
strike the door with the palm of the hand, according 
to Chinese custom, calling out: “Open the door.” 
Then business begins. 

For the first few days I could, of course, do nothing 
but follow Mr. Copp, the veteran in this work, and 
keeping eyes open and ears on the alert, observe his 
methods and pick up a word now and then. “Open 
the door’”’ (kAzi mun ah); “ Will you please look at 
our book?” (¢simg ne khan shu ah); (wu go tsan) 
“five cash,” and (fah go tsan) “eight cash” are 
some of the expressions that I first caught. To these 
others were gradually added. After a few weeks had 
elapsed, Mr. Copp being otherwise employed one 
afternoon, I went out alone. So having learned a 
few expressions and moved about among the people 
for a time, my timidity and misgivings gave way to 
somewhat of confidence. 

On the first of April, five colporteurs who had been 
under the direction of Mr. Ware were transferred to 
me, and on the first of October Mr. Copp’s force of 
six men were put under my care. Besides these, I 
have taken on others from time-to time, having had 
seventeen in all. Of these, two have been transferred 
to Rev. Y. Z. Soon, four have withdrawn, one has 
been discharged, and the remaining ten are still em- 
ployed. These men are not,-on the whole, as 
efficient as we might desire, and I shall endeavor to 
increase the efficiency of those already in the service 
and raise the standard for those whom we may take 
on in the future. We might add a word here con- 
cerning the difficulties with which these native col- 
porteurs are confronted. When we foreigners go out 


on the street to sell Scriptures, curiosity draws a 


crowd around us at once, and although some of them 
may call us “foreign devils,” others will buy our 
books. We have a strong church behind us, and 
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know that not only our immediate friends but thou- 
sands of Christians besides, are praying for us. Not 
so with the natives. Just emerging from heathen- 
ism, their horizon has not yet widened to the 
extent to appreciate the glorious victories of the 
cross through the past centuries, and that they are 
one with the Christians of all nations ; and when it is 
flung into their teeth that they are “ eating foreign 
rice,” and they are scorned and sneered at, it is no 
wonder if at times they become timid and disheart- 
ened. They need our prayers, sympathy, instruction, 
and. encouragement, and, above all, to be taught 
to look to Him who has said “Lo, I am with 
you alway,” for constant guidance, protection, and 
strength. 

Some of them have studied a little English, and 
one in writing to me used that medium of communi- 
cation. If his letters have no great value from a 
literary point of view they are at least original. I 
give them in full : 

SHANGHAI, Ioth July, 1891. 

“Rev. Verity— Dear Sir: You to assist me, to 
employ me for this situation of colporteur. I feel 
grateful. But hot weather now. My person very 
weak, cannot fellowed them, walk farthest road. 
Therefore I will to sell books alone. I must sold 250 
per month. Yours respectfully, Sez 

Again: 

““ SHANGHAI, 28th Sept., 1891. 

“ Rev. Mr. Verity—Dear Sir: You to assist me. I 
feel grateful. When you start, told me to sell book 
with Mr. Agiton. But I am feeble constitution. I 
can’t walk all day long. Therefore I will to be keptin 
your service. Because you have gone to Nanking I 
can’t to inform you. Mr. B-— told me you want me 


to make out a clear list the day before yesterday. ~ 


I sold all 458 books, repay you 312 books. I still at 
Mr. B——’s home to do business now. Yours re- 
spectfully, te a 


Our experiences among the people are varied. There 
is certainly no lack of children. The streets are full 
of them. They follow us around either from curiosity 
or for fun and mischief. Some times a little fellow 
will run ahead—a self-appointed herald—for a half 
hour at a time, going into every house just before us, 
and telling the inmates that “a foreigner is coming ; he 
The small ones are five cash and the 
large ones eight cash ; two for thirteen cash.” Or if 
some roguish fellow starts a cry, twenty-five or 
thirty little ragamuffins collect in the twinkling of an 
eye and follow us, yelling at the top of their voices. 
But, on the other hand, some bright-eyed little boy or 
girl will accompany us for an hour at a time, looking 
up inquiringly into our faces in a way that does not 
fail to draw our attention and enlist our interest. 

In the spring we came one day on Shensi Road to 
the rear of some large foreign buildings. There was 
a horseyard below, paved with cobble stones, and a 
large veranda above opening off of the servants’ 
quarters, on the second floor. The hostlers below 
bought several books, asking at the same time in 
“pigeon English,” “what for you makee buy so 
cheap? Eight cash no can make buy paper.” I told 
them that it was because we wanted everyone to get 
them and read them, for they told about God, heaven, 
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and Jesus our Saviour. The servants above seeing 
those below buying, let down by a rope some cash ina 
basket and drew up some Gospels in the same way. 

In Nanking, also, we had a somewhat similar ex- 
perience. A young man from the opposite side of a 
canal wished a copy, but there was no means of cross- 
ing the stream, so we told him if he would throw the 
cash across to us we would throw a book over to him. 
He did so, and we, weighting the Gospel with a piece 
of brick, sent it flying across the water. 

We often run across the places of worship of the 
Buddhists, Taoists, and Confucianists, and find them 
going through with their ceremonies. What to us 
would be a serious intrusion, to them seems a matter 
of no consequence. Several priests were chanting 
before the altar one day, when I stepped up to one of 
them and showed him a few Gospels. He kept 
right on with the ceremony but at the same time 
bought oné of the books, simply taking time to try to 
beat me down a cash or two. 

At another place, an old priest sat drumming on his 
wooden fish-head and repeating his prayers. He pre- 
tended not to hear us when we spoke to him, but a 
little boy ran up to him and told him about our books. 
Without any cessation either of his drumming or pray- 
ing, he bought a Gospel for fifteen cash, and we went 
on our way with prayer in our hearts that he might be 
led to read it and learn of our blessed Saviour. 

The distribution of Scriptures in the opium shops 
is not without interest. There are many hundreds of 
these vile places of debauchery in Shanghai, where 
men (and women too) spend their money and wreck 
their lives. 

In appearance they differ, as do our saloons at 
home. Some with palatial furnishings are four stories 
in height. These usually have tea shops in connec- 
tion with them, and can accommodate hundreds of 
smokers at once. All grades exist between these 
more fashionable resorts and those at the other ex- 
treme, which are the vilest, filthiest places imaginable. 

Strange to say, we have met little or no opposition 
in working in these places. During several weeks of 
the hot weather we had two men working evenings 
in them. An engineer on one of the P. & O. steam- 
ships, whose acquaintance I made, wished to see 
some of these dens; so, taking a lot of books one 
night, we went to one of the largest ones on Canton 
I handed him several, too,-so he would not 
appear as a mere looker-on. In the course of about 
an hour we sold thirty-five Portions without any hind- 
rance whatever, until the very last copy was sold and 
the purchaser was counting out the cash, when two 
men whom we took to be the proprietors came 
up and said something to us which we could net 
understand, but which we judged from their atti- 
tude to be a-polite invitation to leave; so, 
inasmuch as we had sold out our supply of 
Scriptures, we willingly complied with his re- 
quest and departed. Often, after I have been 
the rounds in these shops, I have seen six or eight 
men sitting upright on their couches reading from the 
Gospels they have just purchased, and some of them 
reading aloud to the crowd standing about them. 

The Chinese are much given to gambling. Nor is 
this vice confined to the men, for women and children 
indulge in it as well. Afternoons, the women gather 
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about a table in the home of one of their number and 
play a game similar to our dominos, and generally 
there is money passing between them. Often we see 
men and women playing together, These people, 
however, seldom buy, unless it is to get rid of us; for 
when a party of them seem unusually gruff and stub- 
born, we take an inward delight in “besieging ” them 
until they give in. I stepped in one day where a 
number of men were gambling in an old tumble- 
down shanty on acorner. About a dozen others were 
standing and sitting about, too. ‘‘Oh! none of us can 
read,’’ said one of the on-lookers, “we don’t want 
them.’? ‘‘Ah, indeed,” said I, patting him on the 
shoulder and speaking rather confidentially to him, 
“ Buy one, then, and give to your son, he wants to 
learn to read.” He was the only one of the whole 
company who took a copy. We remarked that even 
the children gambled. This may be seen any day on 
the street. A vender of candy or cakes will have 
either dice or a case for holding small slips of wood 
on which there are marks, and with either of these 
the children gamble for whatever he may have for 
sale. 

The latter part of August we went to Nanking 
to work for a few days while the students were 
gathered there for the “Triennial Examination.” 
It is estimated that thirty thousand candidates were 
in the city, and each one had one or more servants 
with him. The commissioner, too, with his attending 
officers and their retinue of servants helped to swell 
the number, so there were probably not less than 
sixty-five or seventy-five thousand visitors from 
abroad. 

Being strangers in the city, we did not know 
where to find them in their lodgings, and it proved 
practicable to get access to them, as we had hoped. 
Their minds are preoccupied with the examination 
just at hand, upon which not only their own destiny 
depends but also that of their posterity. Success 
opens the door through political preferment to fame, 
honor, and wealth. So when the day comes for the 
test and they are on their way to the Examination 
Hall, one might as well try to stop a herd of buffaloes 
as to get an interview with them. Three times, for 
two days (day and night) at a time, with but short 
intervals between, they are kept shut up in a small 
space about three feet square, where they sit, write, 
and sleep (if, indeed, they get any sleep). When 
they finally come out of this ordeal they are, on ac- 
count of the tension under which they have been 
working, and of fear of failure, and of loss of sleep, 
almost desperate, and rush away as fast as possible, 
Yet, notwithstanding this, we reached some of them 
and sold not a few books. 

I was working alone one afternoon and came to a 
large tea shop. It was full of men sitting about 
the square tables supping their tea; in fact, more 
than full, for a number were sitting outside the 
door in the street, where tables had been put 
for their accommodation. After showing the books 
to those at these tables I turned to go inside, 
but the proprietor, a man of corpulent propor- 
tions, standing in the doorway, forbade further pro- 
gress. I told him that the Chinese were generally 
polite and that he should not act in that way, but he 
could not be persuaded to give way and let me in, 
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So leaving that shop I went to one across the street 
and thence down town. Toward evening on my way 
back I came again to the same shop, which was still 
nearly full of men. The door being open I went in, 
and not seeing the proprietor made inquiries for him. 
After a little searching I espied him sitting with some 
friends at a table. Going to him I asked permission 
to go about the shop and show my books, for I had 
determined that I would not attempt it without his 
permission, and he was evidently quietly waiting to 
see what I would do. He said, no, I could not. 

Then I asked for a cup of tea, whereupon he re- 
quested me to sit at the table with Aim. I thanked 
him, but said I preferred a vacant table near by. 
While sipping my tea (and I was in no particular 
hurry about it, either), a crowd gathered around me 
and I sold several copies of the Gospels without in- 
terference on his part, though he sat peering at me 
through the corner of his eye. Having finished my 
tea I went over, and sitting down by his side asked 
him his ‘‘honorable name,” to which he replied, 
“Chang.” Inquiring as to his age, he said it was 
forty-five, and to my interrogation concerning the 
number of his sons he assured me that he had four. 
I congratulated him on being so richly blessed, and 
taking this as a starting point, spread out my books 
before him, naming the different kinds-—Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Genesis, etc—and asking 
him if I might not just pass around the shop and see 
if some one would not like to purchase some of them. 
“Ves, yes, all right,” he replied. Thereupon I made 
the circuit of the tables, disposing of several more 
Gospels. Going back then to him I thanked him for his 
kindness, telling him he was very polite, indeed, and 
that I would “see him again to-morrow,” bade him 


_ good-day. 


Relating my experience in the evening to Bro. D. 
W. Nichols, with whom I was stopping, he informed 
me that the man was a Mohammedan, and said, he 
too had the same experience with him. 


(To be continued.) 


Zulu Christians often exclaim, “ We understand the 
Old Testament better than the New; it describes so 
perfectly our home life.” 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS, 

ALABAMA AND FLoripa.—I have been much en- 
couraged during the month of May by the manner in 
which the churches have pledged themselves to the 
American Bible Society in the matter of collections ; 
they express an interest in the work that I have not 
seen before. The Sunday School Supply work is 
very encouraging—more Sunday schools have been 
supplied during May than in any month for the year ; 
and still the demand is active. 

ARKANSAS.—In the religious bodies attended this 
month I have pressed two points, namely, a collec- 
tion for the American Bible Society from every church, 
and a Bible for every Sunday school scholar. I have 
secured a number of strong indorsements of the 
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Sunday school department of the work. The people 
take to the idea. 

INDIANA.—Anniversaries were held in May with 
the Morgan County, Michigan City and Vicinity, 
Jeffersonville and Vicinity, Tipton, and Knox County 
Societies. These were all well attended and, I trust, 
made a good impression. The Richmond and Vicin- 
ity Auxiliary held a very profitable anniversary, at 
which I could not be present. The better our work 
is understood the more highly it is appreciated, and 
the more liberally it is sustained. 

KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—The month of May 
has been a very busy month in this district. The 
miles travelled, the societies visited, the sermons and 
addresses delivered, and the mail matter, have been 
above the average. The donations to the Parent 
Society were $174 19. The Children’s Supply work 
has been inaugurated in several cities and towns 
during the month, on the voluntary plan, and mostly 
prosecuted by the women. County Agent Wm. A. 
Young has just completed the canvass of Christian 
County, Ky. In addition to the usual canvass of the 
county, finding and supplying the destitute families, 
Mr. Young has supplied 225 children in the county 
with Bibles. The canvass of Fayette County, Ky., 
has also been finished. I visited several District Con- 
ferences during the month, and presented the Bible 
cause to the brethren. 

MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN. — One encouraging 
feature of the work of late is a manifest interest on 
the part of pastors in taking the Bible collections. 

The second Sunday of the month I spent at Hay- 
ward, Wis., the county seat of Sawyer County. This 
is one of the newly organized counties of the State. 
It contains about 2,500 inhabitants, including people 
of at least eight nationalities, beside Indians, who 
have a small reservation within the limits of the 
county. 

The Congregationalists have the only English Pro- 
testant church in the county, and through the kind 
co-operation of its pastor I organized a local society, 
which was officered with enthusiastic friends, with 
encouraging prospects of future work and usefulness. 

NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WyYomiInGc.—The past 
month I have been from home 30 days, and travelled 
3,513 miles. I have organized one new auxiliary, re- 
organized one that had lost everything by fire and 
became discouraged ; attended six anniversaries and 
three ecclesiastical meetings and Sunday school con- 
ventions, 

An interesting episode occurred in my work a 
short time ago that so beautifully illustrated the work 
of the American Bible Society that I take the liberty 
of giving it here. I had preached in a Southern 
Methodist Church and presented the Bible cause to 
the people, when the pastor rose and said: “ Before 
the collection is taken I wish to relate an incident. I 
was a chaplain in the Confederate army. My brigade 
was in the Cheat Mountain campaign. We were 35 
miles from the railway. A soldier came and said: 
‘Chaplain, there is a large box for you at head- 
quarters ;’ I replied, ‘I have not ordered anything. 
You must be mistaken.’ I went to see, and found the 
box as reported, and opened it. It contained four 
boxes, each one directed to a chaplain in the brigade. 
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We were four regiments, each with a chaplain, and 
each had a box. On opening them it was found that 
each box contained 150 copies of the word—6oo in 
all. They had not been ordered, but were sent by 
the American Bible Society as a gift to us. No other 
institution could have sent such a box and had it 
reach us. It would have been confiscated. It had 
passed through the lines of both armies. It had the 
imprint of the American Bible Society on its cover, 
and that was a guarantee for its contents and would 
warrant its safe arrival at its proper destination.” 


New JERSEY, DELAWARE, AND STATEN ISLAND.— 
The first day of May, being Sabbath, found your 
Superintendent in Morris County, at the Presbyterian 
Church, Madison, in the morning, and at the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, Morristown, in the evening. 
Congregations were large at both places. 

Sabbath, May 8, was” spent with the Reformed 
Church at Raritan, and at the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Somerville, N. J. Collections were taken for 
the Bible cause in both places, and much interest 
manifested in the work. 

May 12th, I attended and addressed the anniversary 
of the Sussex County Bible Society at Georgetown, 
Delaware. The attendance was good, and reports 
indicated better work than in former years. Many 
destitute have been supplied with the Scriptures, in- 
cluding a number of children. Sabbath, May 15th, I 
spent in Bridgeton, N.J. In Trinity Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, at the morning service, the congrega- 
tion was large and the collection for the Bible cause 
was probably the largest ever made by that church. 

On May 22d, I presented the claims of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in Third Street Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, Camden, N.J., and the congregation 
cheerfully contributed over $100 for the cause. 

New Yorx.—During the month of May your Su- 
perintendent was occupied in visitation of churches, 
individuals, and officers of a few auxiliaries: The 
only anniversary of an auxiliary*that occurred was 
that of Columbia County, which was held in connec- 
tion with the Sabbath School Association at Hudson, 
the 18th inst. There was a large attendance, and an 
increased interest in the Bible cause manifest, as is 
also evidenced by the increase in the amount of con- 
tributions by the churches. This society has an 


- efficient worker employed in visiting the churches 


and soliciting contributions, who makes an annual 
tour of the county. During the year he had visited 
35 churches, from all of which he had obtained gen- 
erous gifts. Several other churches of the county 
have sent their contributions direct to the Parent 
Society. If this method prevailed in all the counties 
of this State, the Parent Society would have a much 
better supplied treasury. 

At the Particular Synod of Albany, I spoke in be- 
half of the cause, after which the Synod adopted the 
following : ¢ 

“ Resolved, That in view of the important work of 
the American Bible Society, and its intimate relations 
to the work of domestic and foreign missions of our 
Church, this Synod heartily commends the Society to 
the benevolence of the churches of our Synod, urging 


‘them to make an annual contribution to this worthy 


object.” 
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TEXxAS.—The second Sabbath of May I spent 
the morning with Limestone County Auxiliary at 
Mexia, and the evening with the Cotton Gin Auxil- 
iary, at Cotton Gin, in Freestone County. The attend- 
ance and interest were good. 

The third Sabbath I attended the annual meeting 
of Robertson County, at Calvert. The meeting was 
good. 

The fourth Sabbath I attended the annual meeting 
of Longview Bible Committee in Gregg County. The 
meeting was held in the Baptist church; the attend- 
ance large and interest good. It is only a little over 
a year since its organization, yet the report showed 
that $154 15 in Scriptures had been sold. 


MASSACHUSETTS BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held this year on the 21st 
of March, about two months earlier than usual. The 
report of the trustees stated that the issues from 
the depository during eleven months were 28,201 
volumes, of which 9,096 were Bibles and 12,360 New 
Testaments. The gratuitous issues amounted to 
9,567 volumes, of which 1,864 were in various foreign 
languages. For three months a colporteur had been 
employed at the joint expense of the Massachusetts 
Home Missionary Society and the Massachusetts 
Bible Society, to labor among the French Catholics 
living in the cities and large towns of the Common- 
wealth. The receipts at the depository for the year 
were $15,165 13, and donations had been sent to the 
American Bible Society of $5,659. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE BIBLE AND THE STUDY OF 
LANGUAGE. 


BY REV. H. MARTYN HERRICK. 

“The way of learning a language,” says Macaulay, 
‘‘is to begin with the Bible, which I can read without 
a dictionary. After a few days passed in this way I 
am master of all the common particles, the common 
rules of syntax and a pretty large vocabulary. Then 
I fall on some good classical work. It was in this way 
that [learned both Spanish and Portuguese, and I shall 
try the same course with German.” ‘‘A person who 
professes to be a critic in the niceties of the English 
language ought to have the Bible at his fingers’ 
ends.” These are encouraging words for any one 
whose mother tongue is English and who loves both 
the Bible and the study of language. Here is an 
alliance worth considering. 

A student in college rarely goes beyond a taste of 
two or three of the modern languages. Even in 
these he is contented if he becomes able to read a 
magazine article comfortably or worry through a 
familiar chapter in the Bible. I remember well 
enough the feeling of awe once inspired by a 
man who understood Spanish. That magic power 
seemed to take him quite out of the category 
of us little fishes swimming timidly about near 
the shores of the French and German oceans. 

But in a few weeks’ time any good Latin scholar can 
be reading Calderon or Lope de Vega as readily as 
his Virgil. There is an anecdote of a certain poli- 
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tician who, hoping for the mission to Spain, applied 
himself to the language, and failing, after all, to get 
the appointment, was given this unique bit of conso- 
lation by the President : ‘‘ Anyhow, you can read Don 
Quixote in the original.” 

The Bible is the recognized text-book of the 


clergyman’s profession. Suppose the physician, or’ 


the lawyer, or the editor, had in his profession such a 
standard work. He would read it in the originals 
and count himself a debtor to master it. Ought the 
pastor to do less? He probably has his Greek Tes- 
tament ; but if, when he left the divinity halls, he let 
a junior have his Hebrew Bible he would better sell 
his coat and buy one. A rich reward attends the 
reading of the Scriptures in the original tongues. 
After this is completed let the lover of language take 


up the New Testament in the languages he wishes to . 


acquire. Let him not stop with the Gospels and the 
Acts but push on to the end. He will find passages 
to tax him as shrewdly as any in the classics. The 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians is not quite as easy 
reading as the Sermon on the Mount. To be sure, 
the reading of the New Testament in a strange 
tongue will not make one a linguist any more than 
reading it in the vernacular will make him a Chris- 
tian, but in both cases it is a step in the right quarter. 

The New Testament contains a little more matter 
than Homer’s Iliad, nearly a third more than Dante’s 
Divine Comedy, about one-sixth as much as Shake- 
speare’s plays. The Scriptures being more or less 
familiar, the reader of a translation is often carried 
along on wings without investigating too minutely 
every grammatical eccentricity, but this will do a 
careful reader no harm. The reading, whether at 
odd moments or at regular times, is so rapid and de- 
lightful that one hardly knows whether to call it work 
or play. In the last ten months I have read the New 
Testament through in German, Danish, Swedish, 
Dutch, Hebrew, Latin, French, Spanish, Portuguese, 
and Italian. At the outset I had no idea of carrying 
the exercise so far, but found it so stimulating and 
enjoyable that I kept on until satisfied. The American 
Bible Society supplies its publications in all languages 
at cost, and small grammars and dictionaries can be 
had of any good importer. I found it the best way 
in taking up a new language to spend two or three 
days on the grammar (the Franz Thimm series being 
excellent for this) and then to begin the Testament. 

A difficult passage often receives more light from 
another tongue than from a commentary. Quaint 
expressions, too, as refreshing as suggestive, are con- 
tinually cropping out. Forexample, the Scandinavian 
reads that John the Baptist ate grasshoppers with his 
wild honey, the Spaniard that the Jews strained out 
the mosquito and swallowed the camel, the Dutchman 
reads, “Why considerest thou the splinter in thy 
brother’s eye?’’—certainly a striking antithesis to 
the “beam ” in his own eye. The only place where 
I have found the word ‘‘ Christianity ” in Scripture is 
in the French version of Heb. vi., 1. One reads the 
admirable Hebrew version of Delitzsch with a sort of 
awe, for does not this give the nearest we have to the 
very words uttered by our Lord and his disciples ? 
The other tongues preserve the expression in Revel- 
ation: “Tam the Alpha and the Omega’’; it reads 


in Hebrew, “Iam the Aleph and the Tau.” Fancy 4 
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& Jew’s emotion when he reads the words of Jesus on 
the cross to the penitent thief: ‘‘This day thou shalt 
be with me in the Garden of Eden.” 

It is well to read one of the Teutonic versions, all 
bearing the rugged impress of Luther, along with a 
Romanic for its grace and beauty. This helps us to 
estimate more justly the literary inheritance in our 
own English versions from Wycliffe down. To read 
the Testament in another tongue or version is like 
hearing a favorite air exquisitely rendered on a new 
instrument or in a different key. It gives something 
like the pleasure you feel in seeing your sweetheart 
in a charming new gown, and, yet, as no new gown 
can ever take the place of that one in which you first 
saw her, so I think our hearts return after all their 
ramblings to twine their affections around the phrases 

-in which we first heard the word of God at the 
family altar—that “well of English undefiled,” the 
version of Shakespeare’s time. 

A language is at its best in expressing Scripture. 
Is it not curious to see how in every case national 
pride tries to believe that its own tongue is, as the 
Arabs say, “the tongue of the angels?” 

To those who care nothing for the study of language 
all this is little relevant. But some are fond of game 
who do not realize the exhilaration of using rod and 
gun for themselves. Is it not true, dearly beloved, 
that the time you waste is more than “sufficient for 
these things?” You do not apply your knowledge of 
conic sections every time you see a pine cone, but oh! 
the joy of knowing you can if you wish to! Every 
new tongue hangs a new key at your girdle, adding 
to your equipment a conscious power of distinct 
value.— The Congregationalist. 


A HOLY. TALK. — 


A missionary some years ago, returning from South 
Africa; gave a description of the work which had 
been accomplished there through the preaching of 
the Gospel. Among other things he pictured a little 
incident of which he had been an eye-witness. 

He said that one morning he saw a converted 
African chieftain sitting under a palm-tree, with his 
Bible open before him. Every now and then he cast 
his eyes on his book and read a passage. Then he 
paused and looked up a little while, and his lips were 
seen to be in motion. Thus he continued, alter- 
nately, to look down on the Scriptures and to turn 
his eyes upwards towards heaven. 

The missionary passed by without disturbing the 
good man, but after a little while he mentioned to 
him what he had seen, and asked him why it was that 
sometimes he read and sometimes he looked up. 

This was the African’s reply: “I look down to the 
book and God speaks to me. Then I look up in 
prayer and I speak to the Lord. So we keep up, 
this way, a holy talk with each other. 

AsI read the account of this touching little scene, 
the words of Psalms xxvii. 8, flashed over me. This 
picture is but a mirror to reflect the eighth verse of 
the twenty-seventh Psalm : “When thou saidst, Seek 
ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, 

_ will I seek.” a ‘ 
First, God talking to us ; and then, our talking to 
God. 
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THE BIBLE COMMENDED TO WORKINGMEN. 

We commend the Bible to workingmen because it 
furnishes the most powerful motives and incentives 
to industry and integrity. 

The Bible shows that this life is a discipline, not 
merely to prepare for another and higher life, but to 
bring out in due strength and proportion the attributes 
most worthy of humanity. The responsibilities which 
press upon men call forth the energies necessary for 
their honorable discharge. The moral conflicts they 
are called upon to engage in exercise and perfect the 
virtues through which victory is won. The “struggle 
for existence”? results in making them fit to survive 
and capable of appreciating the advantages they have 
won. Life is designed not only to develop the 
robust qualities, but its mingled joys and sorrows 
touch the heart-chords of life and fill the soul with 
music, mirthful and plaintive, until we scarce know 
whether to call our earthly existence a battle or a 
poem. The Bible teaches that every duty, even the 
humblest, is a sacred trust from God. Not only 
heroes and sages are divine: every man is glorified 
with the halo of saintship who fulfills his daily duties 
with due appreciation of their moral dignity. The 
Bible gives assurance of a superintending providence. 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on thee,” is the promise given and abundantly 
fulfilled to every true believer in God’s word. When 
we place the Bible in a man’s hand we give him that 
which will enable him, if he accepts its teachings, to 
meet disaster unappalled, to face danger unflinchingly, 
to bear sorrow without being crushed by it, to rise 
with undaunted courage after every temporary failure 
and find occasion for grateful recognition of the 
divine goodness in every circumstance of life. A 
book that supplies to the life of man such motives 
and consolations as these is surely most worthy of the 
widest circulation; and he who would withdraw it from 
those whose lot in life needs these assurances most 
has no right to call himself a friend of the workingman. 

We commend the Bible to workingmen because it 
deals impartially with all classes and is the true 
mediator between capital and labor. It was a true 
but partial and irreverent appreciation of our Saviour’s 
character which the French communist expressed 
when he named him that Sans Culotte—Jesus Christ. 
His teaching is full of warnings against the accumula- 
tion of wealth. His kingdom is all but inaccessible 
to those who “trust in riches.” The parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus sets forth in lurid colors the 
radically vicious character of that state of society in 
which enormous fortunes and squalid poverty exist 
side by side. When the faith was rich with the new — 
wine of its youth the disciples had all things in com- 
mon by a voluntary renunciation on the part of each 
for brotherly love’s sake. Yet the Bible never coun- 
tenances other sanctions than moral restraints and 
methods of love in regulating the relations of rich 
and poor. Industry and contentment are the cardinal 
virtues of the New Testament social system, its soul 
is the recognition of Christian brotherhood and its 
regulative principle is the sense of stewardship—of 
having what we possess in trust for the good of all, 
and not solely for our personal behoof. Without 
robbing the wealthy or grinding the poor, the Bible 
would bring all classes together in mutual sympathy 
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and g6d- will. Without impairing the liberty of the 
indiv ‘idual or denying to successful enterprise its legit- 
imate rewards—without destroying the family and 
substituting for the varied interests of life one dreary 
monotony of existence—the Bible would bind society 
together by the silken cords of love, and teach men, 
by seeking first others’ welfare, to make all society 
minister to the happiness of each. The truth the 
world needs most to learn to-day, is the truth the 
Bible teaches regarding the present life. When the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge which this book 
imparts, then, and then only, shall wars of every 
kind cease and universal harmony reign.—ev. 7. /. 
Fotheringham in The Christian at Work. 


Most books are limited to a small circle of readers 
because the teachings they contain are only adapted 
to a few. The tastes, education, customs, condition, 
and needs of the inhabitants of different sections of 
the earth differ so widely that a bock which meets 


the wants of one people may be of little value to - 


another. Hence we have English books, French 
books, German books; we have books for farmers 
and manufacturers, for scholars and for the unlearned, 
for young people and adults. But the Bible is every 
man’s book. Its doctrines are universal. It has been 
translated into hundreds of languages and introduced 
into all parts of the globe, and everywhere it strikes 
a responsive chord in the hearts of the people. It 
comes to the men of all nations, all climes, all lan- 
guages, all professions, and all conditions, with a mes- 
sage suited to every one, and wherever it is read it 
produces the same marvelous social and moral reform- 
ations and improvements.— 7he Christian Advocate. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, July 7th, 
1892, Theophilus A. Brouwer, Esq., Vice-President, 
in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by the Rev. H. 
C. Tucker, of Rio de Janeiro, the Society’s Agent for 
Brazil. 

Arrangements were made, by request of the Secre- 
taries of the American Board, for the immediate pub- 
lication of the Books of Genesis and Exodus in the 
Ruk language, the version having been made by the 
late Rev. Robert W. Logan, and subsequently revised 
by Mrs. Logan. 

Grants of funds were made to the amount of $150, 
and of books to the value of about $5,583, including 
some large consignments to the Society’s Agencies in 
Cuba, Venezuela, Brazil, and La Plata. 

Among the communications presented to the Board 
were letters from the Western Turkey Mission of the 
American Board; from correspondents in Honolulu, 
representing that the influx of immigrants to the 
Hawaiian Islands called for new supplies of the 


BrsLE SocrETy RECORD. 


Volume 37 


Scriptures in Portuguese and Japanese; from Mr. 
Norwood, of Venezuela, working temporarily at 
Cura¢oa; from the Rev. N. Madsden, of the Pakur 
Mission, with an account of a Bible tour which he 
had made in portions of Bengal, not before visited ; 
and from Dr. Morrow, of Philadelphia, reporting the 
kind reception given to him as a Delegate of the 
American Bible Society at the recent anniversary of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The issues from the Bible House during the month 
of June were 68,294 volumes. 


Deceased Directors. 
Robert Ralston Crosby, New York. 
Rey. Richard H. Richardson, D.D , Bayhead, N. J. 
Rey. William B. Voorhees, Blawenburg, N. J. 
Rey. Robert Doig, Scotia, N. Y. 


Deceased Members. 


Rey. John L. See, D.D., Trenton, N. J. 

Rey. Linus W. Billington, Scottsville, N. Y. 
Rey. Da Costa Pomerene, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. J. N. Crane, Newark, N. J. 

Hon. William F. Wheeler, Portville, N. Y. 
Mrs. H. F. Persinger, Central City, Neb. 

Rey. James W. Mendenhall, D.D., Chicago, Ill. 
Mrs. Caroline P. James, Bath, Pa. 

Charles 8. Haines, Los Angeles, Cal. 

E. C. Smith, M. D., Farmington, Minn. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of May, 1892. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 20 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited........... Fale ereteiine{al 130 
Anniversaries ‘attended: .... cvs udev ease eeccader ees de 66 
New Societies and Committees formed..............5 13 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 257 
LOttord: BOs: \iicisies «ileu Seats deine ddeommmatnsts Bie cates aves i 2,153 
Miles travelled on Official Guty........0..ssceccesccess 89,277 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause, $1,445 £0 


Summary of Bible Distribution in May by r Col- 


porteur and 21 County Agents reporting. 
Colporteurs. Co.Ag’ts, 


Mie ee 24 462 
Miles tha velledeisisesss in dvvoeiee. Gretta a 105 4,763 
Families visited by ‘them.. Oe exe 985 12,658 
Families found withouta copy of Ser: iptures 335 1,406 
Families supplied by sale or gift........... ‘ 85 778 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 5 417 
Number of books sold..... Rone SS ioereate 145 1,565 
Value of books sold....... sienisosnien svdeasateeies $e6 OL Sly 42 
Number of books distributed gratuitously, 47 826 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $5 27 = $150 32 
Contributions received......s..cesceveecueee ——  $689-09 


Summary of 56 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in June, 1892. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months. :......6+s206+» $8,083 78 
Receipts from collections and donations............. 1,141 00 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 3,183 86 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 369 80 
Expended on their own flelds.....s.scccccocsecseseees 637 7% 
Value of DOORS. donated sq occsivcsees veweverirvnsvenete 292 33 
Value of stock on hand at dat€..........ccesceeeeeees 4,085 71 


No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed. 4 


seeeeee 9 


Families visited by theM......sisesseeeeceeereeereeeee, ~ 1,878 
Families found! destitute... ...ssssccccecesces coenctewe "338 
Destitute families SUpplic@.........ecscssssersceeecees 319 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition... acini eis Corfe he. 
Sabbath and other schools supplied........sseseeesene 8. 


—— 
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_ Laketown, Morayian Church. 


July, 1892. 


REOEIPTS IN JUNE, 1892. 


LEGACIES. * 


Aydelott, Mrs. Betsey E., late of Cin- 
epmrtati: OHIO SES. Sisudc Coes ceasnca.« 
Delaplaine, John F., late of New 


BNO EN este hi atnna Kio Sulcane REC Mae aice 
Shattuck, Milo, late of Gouverneur, 
Ea susie at ious saelee spect anne een 
Talmage, Mrs. R.W., late of Milledge- 
TLL ORE ERI op setae aee neae 
Winslow, John F., late of Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y 


100 00 


1,000 00 


$15,920 47 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 


ALABAMA. 

Avondale, Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... 
Gainesville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. 
St. Paui’s Meth. Ep. Ch 


ARKANSAS. 

Austin, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.......... 
Clarksville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. 
Cotion Piant, Pres. Ch...... ..... 
Liberty, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 
Lamar, Cumberland Presbyterian 


CALIFORNIA. 


San Luis Obispo, Pres. Ch............. 
Santa Barbara, First Presbyterian 


Lo) ERs Ser te Sh Gos pSleieeren teks os, 
COLORADO, 

Colorado Conference Methodist Epis- 

copal Ch.........55.. Sqsinjamoteeetebees 

CONNECTICUT. 

Bridgeport, Second Cong. Ch......... 

Green's Farms, Cong. Ch............. 
DELAWARE. 


New Casile, Meth. Ep. Ch. ....... .... 


GEORGIA. 


Brunswick, First Meth. Ep. Church 
South 


Brunswick, Pres. Ch.. 


ILLINOIs. 
Primceton, Cong. Ci.......cccceses rons 


Gilman, Cong. Ch............. Ree aeaees 


‘ KANSAS. 
haces, Birk. Pres, Cis. 10 cscsceeevsss 


KENTUCKY. 
Macedonia, Christian Church..... 


LOUISIANA. 


New Orleans, Trytania Street Pres. 


Peewee newer ee eee renee 


MICHIGAN. 
Escanaba, Meth. Ep. Ch........+. 


fe PTRESs Ch aciasvacviesoa snc 
Grand Haven, First Ref’d Ch........ 


MINNESOTA. 


Buiffalo, Pres. 8. S....ecccerevevesseees 


Kenyon, Meth. Ep. Ch...... ee 


Westedo, United Norwegian Lutheran 


palaces wnie: cree ete reer e teens nenee 
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MISSISSIPPI. 
Bogue Chitto, Methodist Epis, Ch. 
RREOD State ele tcdbe en se veiraceuacanie 


NEBRASKA. 

Arcadia, Meth. Ep.'S. 8.2... sueecesses 
PUP OMA OI Cae ose oe tenwce cease ee 
- Church of Disciples......... 
Free Baptist Ch...........00 


<s Meth. Ep. Ch... 
Beatrice, First Pres. Ch.. 
Plainview, Meth. Ep. Ch. 
eet Cloud Coney Gh. . sacsee pe sawaas 


NEW JERSEY. 


Arlington, Meth. Ep. Ch........ .seee 
East Orange, Mission Chapel, Pres. 


NEW YORK. 
WASHLC. PVCS CON, andes ctiees wes sieve oe 
Candor, Meth. Ep. Ch..............06 


Dannemora, Methodist Episcopal 

MOUAURCHLS Soenteeaie civic ss Veins abun dee 
Flushing, Cong. Ch 
Glenville, Ref’d Ch .. .. 
Lisha’s Mills, Ref’d Ch 
Bchaghttooke, Meth. Ep. Ch., 


NORTH DAKOTA. 
Addison, Moravian CD.............0006 
Grafton, Bark River United Norweg- 
fan Gath: Chiv.iec.... meeartaeeeae 


OHIO. 
Blanchard, Pres. Ch......... 
Caleulia, Long’s Run Ch.. es 
MeCogrb, PLes. Chiro xc ve censpenensno uy 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Coleraine, Union Pres. Ch..,......... 
Hiland, Pres. Ch 
Ralston, Meth. Ep. Ch.......-..scecese 


- Tioga and Farmington Charge Meth. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Anderson, Methodist Episcopal Ch. 


Great Pee Dee, IPTES OMS coe cceat natsies 
Sumter Circuit, Meth. Episcopal Ch. 
SOuth > 4s asepssegsphobies EEE asians gur's.4 0 


TENNESSEE. 
Memphis Conference......... 
Troy, Colored Bap. Ch............+605 


TEXAS. 
Mexia, Meth. Ep. Ch. South Sunday 


BCHOD step eee etee re slenaiecassics seen ese 
Tehuacana, Cumberland Presbyter- 


Wichita Faiis, Pres. Ch.. 
UTAH. 
Ogden, First Meth. Ep. Ch..... ees see 


VIRGINIA. 
Windy Coon, Pres. Ch...........e0s008 


WISCONSIN. 


Barron, Meth. Ep, Ch...,......+. 
Neenah, Pres. Ch....... Bg aaah ois Gadon'e'a 


GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. 


Aaker, L. K., Crookston, Minn....... 
“4 Friend to the Bible Work,” Mere- 

TG IN el ste to everytaza iain sielsivinie 
ae Mrs. Delia M., Schaghticoke, 


Peo 
oo co = 


$1 °% 
3 00 
100 
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Brown, Mrs. A. C., New York........ $30 00 
Bedford, Rey. J. N., Wheaton, Il.... 1 00 
Baldwin, Mrs. Martha, Trenton, Illi- 

MEOMEB v0. vicliels\eforeis.a stots aisle aie eee nate 10 00 
Baldwin, Miss Mary, Trenton, Ill..... 20 00 
Brinkerhoff, Cornelia B., New York. 80 00 
Children in Carroll, Iowa... ......+06 2 80 
Children in Gilman, Iowa.........-++ 1 40 
Children in Parkersburg, lowa...... 4 66 
Children in Bloomfield, lowa........ 8 49 
Children in Warren, Minn............ 1 80 
Children in Grafton, N.D............ 1 25 
Graham, Rey. J. G., Anthony, Flor- 

5 00 
380 00 
100 00 

Kindermann, H., Monroe, La......... 80 00 
Lebterlob,. Fs His osccdencniavavageetonee 0 50 
McMillan, Mrs. Sue L., Wooster, 

ORIG area bekss seedvinnevenpanates 20 00 
“Of his own,” from his stewards.... 10 00 
Pedro, Joseph H, New York.......... 2 00 
Phelps, Mrs. Myron, Louistown, [li- 

POD Secs diolewis eixnoa tener apes ak aes 50 00 
Sproull, Mrs. M. W., Allegheny City, 

PW iar cele aah cman deen ec ents 89 00 
Senteny, Dr., Louisville, Ky....... .. 0 50 
Talbot, Benjamin, Columbus, Ohio.. 1 00 
White, Charles Ezra, ‘In Memorial” 

of Ezra and Nancy Ann White..... 25 00 

$416 15 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 

AJADEINA. . cs svarcensdonsvioeraats $24 30 
Alameda and Contra Costa, 

(OE ee Aine conte Suaaepudacniad 82 02 
Alachua Co., Fla.. 16 23 
Adams Co., Ill..... $100 00 =: 174 22 
Anderson Co., Ks. 25 00 50 11 
Arlington, Neb....... 5 10 80 
Alamance Co., N. C.........+ 13 44 
Auglaize Co., Ohio.......... 83 57 
Ashland Co., Ohio.... 17 55 
Ashtabula Co., Ohio. 4 39 
Aberdeen, 8. Diaien.. cee 50 10 
Atlanta Bible Committee, 

PORART, cb he hnccesleesdnace’s 45 38 
Ashland Co., Wis.. oe 20 00 
Barnesyille, Ga.......sccccs. 9 68 
Bureaw Coy, Lk, cave. sen cee 15 00 
Boone Co., Iowa... 12 96 
Barren Co., Ky......... : 42 45 
Blue Earth Co., Minn........ 14 69 
Bevier Welsh, Mo.......+... 60 00 80 00 
Butler Co., Neb. i 2.00.0 0093 ‘ 26 15 
Bainbridge & Vic., Ohio.... 12 82 
Central, Cals. .ssussxp ecg ovens 17 95 
Coweta Co., Ga...... 24 60 
Calhoun Co., Ill...... 48 93 
Chicago, Ill.......... 300 00 
Carroll Co., Iowa...... 20 00 : 
Cerro Gordo Co., Iowa... 29 11 
Centralia, Ks.......... 12 00 23 43 
Catlettsburg, Ky.... 25 28 0 38 
Crystal Springs, Miss.. %0 00 
Clay Co., Neb.......- =f 89 32 
Cheyenne Co., Neb.... 52 61 
Cattaraugus Co., N.Y. 98 81 
Craven Co., N.C..,+:+2+5 6 50 
Chatham Co., N. C........... 1 00 18 99 
Champaign Co., Ohio....... 44 50 
Cincinnati Young Men’s.... 61 10 
Chester Co., 8. C..... 22 80 
Coryell Co., Texas... 21 47 
Dadeyille, Ala....... 13 05 
Dalton, Ga. ...ce.cesses 8 06 
Delta-Co., Mich........ 83 50 
Dade Co., Mo.....-.5.- ; 8 85 
Dawson Co., Neb .........+- 18 32 
Dakota Co., Neb ....... 7 85 
Doddridge Co., W. Va 5 00 6 98 
Gin yedllines inwisteonie oc cssiuecs 53 96 
Edgar & Vic., Neb........... 11 25 
Franklin Co., K8.........002. 15 40 
Fairfield & Vic., Neb.... 18 61 
Franklin Female, Ohio 33 50 
GrIfFn, Ga... sr ccccseedeevevcee 35 03 
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i i i i Credited Credited 
as predited. pee as onaiees on psoas as Donation. on Account. 
Gatonss: Wess egdecnancenances $300 00 Kendall Cou Mlawereseorete $25 00 $7079  Mayesville,S. C........ ..+- $15 00 
Green Co., lowa.. $69 87 Kviox Coy, Ind win ess ay, 11101 Memphis & Shelby Co., 
Greenup, Ky...... 22 11 Lumpkin So., Ga.. 60 20 MONN;. chcvccasesagareseayee 98 51 
Grayson Co., Ky "480 LaSalle Co., I ... . 16 50 Mount Pleasant, Utah 485 
Gasconade Co., 80 00 Dee Ode, Ulsvereseak rete 2000 Mineral Co., W. Va.......... $1698 16 04 
GALTON NG Dis coceatencicise 49 "2 Lincoln Cony Keiseecscccccese 18 00 Nevada Co., ArK.........+00. 35 10 
Grand Forks Co., N 24 00 142 64 Louisville & Vic., Ky........ 411 94 New Hampshire...... ....... 851 09 
Gallia Co, Ohl0s, d.0.6.cc006 26 53 Lincoln Co., Neb....... we 59 24 New Jersey Female, Ohio.. 5 70 
Greenville Co., S. C........05 25 00 Davimore; NseD sieve ec ess 715 New Richmond, Wis........ 80 98 
Grimes Co., Texas.........+- 27 50 Larimore, 8. Dy. eiecs sero. 9 75 Oxford, Ala.......... aay i 87 
Howard Co., Ark... 29 45 Limestone Co., Texas 68 87 Okolona, Ark........ 0 10 
Hope & Vic., Ark... 9 85 Longview Bible Com., Texas 85 95 Ottawa, Welsh, Minn. 65 00 
PAULO, G8scccc Recta 24 49 Madison-CorAla;nire-.se. 25 11 Oktibbcha Co., Miss... . 15 82 
Hawaiian Eyang. Associa- Morriliton & Vic., Ark...... 6290 OtoeCo., Neb........ - 28 7% 
GION, Fis Lose volves Keres eG 575 99 Monroe Co., Ga sere 22 42 Oneida, Co., N. Y.. 850 00 
Hancock Co,, Ind...... . 43 21 Marietta, Ga..... 5a 80 00 COPODOT aver cs se eases : 148 11 
Henry Co., Ind...... 6 53 Ma&Ccon-COy, Ellas: tases svsaee 1 00 Obion Co., Tenn..... 5 67 40 
Hamilton, M0. cs<Virese.000 18 8 Morgan’ Con Tl; wage. accnese 500 00 Outagamie Co., Wis... 71 60 
Hooper & Vic., Neb.......... 2 50 Morgan Co., Ind............. 15 00 Pueblo Co., Col.......- nA 30 00 
Hickory, N..C.....c00 epsieig 25 00 Michigan City & Vic., Ind.. 88 41 Peoria Con IN 2.05 = 4) 00 
Hamblin'Co., Tenn.......... 8 00 Marshall Co., Lowa.........- 3000 Putnam Co., Ind....... PA 39 96 
Hunt Co., TeXas... .ss.s0cecce 26 64 Mitchell Co., Iowa........... 45 80 Parkersburg, fowa.... _ 83 49 19 26 
Hampshire Co., W. Va...... 22 68 Marshall Co., Ks....... 6180 Polk Co., Minn......... a 18 74 
Indiana Bible Association Montgomery Co., Ky... 114 16 Polk Co., Neb........... : 24 58 
of Friends, Ind............ 1 20 Massachusetts, Mass........ 5,000 00 40000 Passaic Co.,N.J.......se000+ 50 00 
Jefferson €o., Ala.......4..+. 9 65 Monroe Co., Mich.. 4587 Princeton, N.J...........6+ 94 00 
Jackson Co., ArK...........+ 24 90 Marshall & Kitson Co. = Pembina Co.,N.D... 58 40 
Jeffersonville and Vic., Ind. 60 58 Minn Witieneve setet cess aa 15 00 54 00 Piqua Female, Ohio BS 50 00 
Jackson & Hinds Co., Miss.. 63 81 Mercer Co., N.J..... : 30 00 Pennsylyania........... 3 1,696 78 
Johnstown Welsh, Pa....... 137 Morris Co., N. J.......- 5 24721 Piedmont & Wesport,W ‘Va. 14 86 18 14 
Kankakee Co,, Ill........... 25 00 Monroe Co., N. Y 100 00 Russellville & Vic., Ark.. 8 00 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 


Income Returns 
From Sales Sales re- 
Church Gifts Gifts from from 
Legacies. | Collec- | from Aux-| from Indi- pepe Pages Perpetual eared sionary eicclere Pont a 
tions. iliaries, iduals. ust and other w ansfers. . 
bi Donated. | teurs. | Fonds. | 48°" | societies. 
Cash ......| 15,920 47 | 754 76 | 6,422 40 416 15 624 69 3 50 500 00 O2TE ie east 150 $ 24,06 22 
TYONSCTS| 0.25% wae STON ae cege crease Wiataeees’ |) ataeee sateturets Re lee 2 50 60 46 
POM: A UI XIMATION 5:0 650.45< 05 exes 3g Rewer palate vs ON DaTs 5% Sw oieresie seein -aidichers velhe sine isso olatareahprarelOGhele tl oh eine ste mae Rode 461 10 | 10,942 48 
Bee TNO TLAIO ssies ou ccecgragie sielrs earaalewsainers oe ane ials oi antaeee Oitcees GaeN ee utters eae setae a saeeslia resin aereleueiien eed 61 32 1,551 34 
POE ROMA cab aeie seeds as aisle ssa tee ae seed eos ce st CL SOUDOMTEO ON TT UL sae ales detane nih tan cies aeons calclelmetee eee 2,589 37 
“« British and Foreign Bible Society—Value of Books Received..........cseccecceccucceeceecesecsesenes| 1,690 75 
“Interest on Available Funds............... aiaesaNaterac eee aD ete eRe ere aja vies sa valine oa aN eens entes ashe Bic 81 48 
" Trust Funds—Rey. Richard G., Keyes Gift... .cesecesesscseceseseeeesens haejamcas suaae shite oe co pieeians 1,000 00 
“* Merchants’ Bank—Borrowed to Meet Current Expenses.......... al dlalste'sierslaree'aultentdt coe s aia, Ooo eNe ee 10,000 00 
e Mectric: Lightscnaectees coon piigh AOE ciate vibdioe MERMAID Nese sian dude aee at sate Meeas Lieteigemaacce eee cates 40 75 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
D 
eee Retail Sales, paar a Job Work, Miscellaneous. 
Re athe aratiaibra nt sieto(e SCE 2,201 64 252 05 Phe orco- Wrsuges OAS er 2,453 69 
Transfers.....00+ 17,066 Lh 421 98 Wiptroaice 2,124 32 | evesadae 5 34 | 19,618 08 


——————————————————oooooEoEoNEoEaBnaBBnAn9ammnmmuqqqqunnuauanmnmumueEe_Ee—Ee—E—— 


Total: TTANSLOPS)ss:.sivs9 nines eee eens oe oe shoe natok eae paar onlown bie Ss lam dotnet are coe 


21,891 71 
Cash RGCPiS i coc casuauscauscecsedeaqecsce’ cel tenm se tcncnittes ckaskh ete etinnes era coree ae 538,365 33 
Cash Balance from May, 1892 


hav acei aay ve.ais CON maths tp anide Reamer Nigh rd alt vchnelrrvons cesebens], oo Ly SIRES) 
oS ea Na eat egies RAST SEILER Set LAL ea rue ae II HIE OE I) aes Ad 2 eae C 
%. B—The amounts in Italo type are not-ectual cash transactions, but necessary payments by transfor as between the different Ty a 


Departments, to show the net result of each, $51,582 02 
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July, 1892. BisLE Society ReEcorp. 


Departments, to show the net result of each, 


} ali 
Credited Credited Credited Credited r ‘ 3. 8 
as Donation. on Account. as Donaion: on Aeoant Sera at eat of Pub. & 8. 8. 
Richmond & Vic., Ind....... $67 60 Tennessee River, Ala........ S 00 bce a as reali avd a0 
Reno Co., K8........... - 500 = Tulip & Vic., ATK... pre eee ec ee sean 
Russell Co., Ks.... +e 10 00 Troup Co., Ga..... A SWANS 61 26 coed Sen aa ce rater eee ey ae +24 86 
Rush Co. K8.........000+ i 2116 Tipton Co, Ind...........60. SDs errr il = DUC BERS cage 
Rising City & Vic., Neb. $10 26 11 23 Taylor Co., IOWA. .+.4....044 779 TOULAN Ric. pevebe vets pasmaracnte 4 85 
Rockland Co., N 8 10 Tuscola Co., Mich........... 29 48 “4 
Rockingham Co., N.C...... 8000 Taylor Co., W. Va.........0- $10 00 56 22 $624 69 
Richwood & Northern Un- Union Bible Soc., Lee Co., SALES REPORTED BY FOREIGN 
MEO. ODIO. oi con calhos 16 55 Pb en one Nee ARG 18 09 AGENCIES, 
a On Wn cokes 88 22 Virginia. .........++ te O00 “Ouba Agency...;secccecnieccnteeesae $62 75 
Springville, Ala.......... xe 2620 Whiteside Co., Ill.. ao 9 84 : : 
Southern California, Cal... 1150 = West Point, Miss............ 2472 50 00 MISCELLANEOUS. 
Sussex Co, Del ase sevcebe aes 180 10 , Webster Co., Neb....a....... 31 93 TYAde: SAlOs. cosaeeaeup sect oeeeaeenaee $1,551 34 
Sumter Co., Ga............. 26 05 Winnebago Co., Wis........ 2 85 Reta x ceses palettes itoacotocentte iets 2,201 64 
Shelby Co., lll. ceetieeeee = 80 00 Sales by Colporteurs............00+5 8 50 
South De Kalb Co., Il..... 100 00 200 00 $6,422 40 $10,942 48 MCCHURIBS vets seis oc's oe neptsieutrisn sineticle Ree ", 2,589 87 
Sabetha, Ks.........-.....++ 19 15 . Sales of Waste Materials............ 252 05 
Southwestern, La.......... . 129 76 RETURNS FROM BIBLES DONATED, Income from Available Funds..... 81 48 
South Haven, Mich........ 20 50 Blakeslee, Rev. A. D., Darlington, 6 We Trust Pundsiesecccs 500 00 
Sherborne Co., Minn........ 18 44 WR eee Pe eetetnce sins bdee clr ecehinel $1 88 Prusts PUNE Gasser deceeesen tet 1,000 00 
Sutton & Vic., Neb.......... 4907 == Cong. 8. S. & Pub. Soc., Boston, Massa- Loan Account, ..edieeneeeeenss 10,000 00 
Seward Co., Neb............. 20 30 OHUWACHLA rates svg abu tia cles 885 Wlectric Light... 40 75 
Saunders Co., Neb........... 66 60 Evans, Rey. J. T., Dist. Supt., Minne- Ghikdries ss -siswee eens pats 150 
Scribner & Vic., Neb........ 5 00 SOCK SHARES o eetzr carsacethe "0 80 == 
Barpy Cox; NeD., ....<cec00008 § 25 Friends Bible School Board, N.Y.. 1 80 $18,221 63 
Schoharie Co., N. Y......... 2 75 Hawaiian Eyangelical Association, . 
Schenectady Co., N. Y...... 20 00 Hawaiian Islands..........00006.0005 $25 46 1S ah ate et els eke Pa bere 
Saratoga Co., N. Y.......... 43 00 Mead, Rev. A. J., Dist. Supt., Michi- , Nore.—The amount of $44 69, credited in the 
Scioto Co., Ohio.............. 75 00 SAT Has ase He siavek's sia cise nadee.ee's 8 65 May Record to the Italian Mission, should 
Seneca Co., Ohio............ 50 00 Parker, Rev. Z. A., Dist. Supt., Ala- have been credited to the Swedish Mission 
Salt Lake Co., Utah...... see 47 05 PATS, ecw seas okie ec wc s ciclete cies 60 47 of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
FOR JUNE, 1892. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District | Colpor- Grants od ee ae EI cree mee 
Sup’ts’ teurs’ to Mis- Total Total 
2 . Foreign |... B. 8. Miscel- 0 0 
Salaries | Salaries : on’y & lan To Colport- |'To Forei To Life 
and Ex. | and Ex. | 48encies. other So- Record. eous. esse Members, | Donated. Transfers.| Cash. 
penses. penses. cieties. 
=a SSE Ses re Pieces $ $ 
Cash........| 3,499 00 vere 3,246 23 | 1,000 00) 135 54 7 04 serene a arora a As oeaiy ere 7,887 81 
Transfers... oa 523 aes eee. | 354 8h4—1 00 ene 43 20 577 94 | 2,264 04 | 8,240 52 
Dee — 
Auxiliaries—Value of Books Supplied, &C..........scecsceecccssecsesenecececesecsecsescsesenercrcccccaereseres 11,255. 2h 84 
The Trade— be is? ne Wate ore, ost 8 eRe are asiset slo ne nsec comoseseerwase|  egeoOgor 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy InCOME..........+eeeseeeeeeesecseeerererncersenssensceeeseees 61 27 40 
Bible House Expenses.........sseccsesceeee sorssaccccccescccccceccsnnsacssssasavessscsasescsesesssesvereceseserss 526 45 
General Salaries and EXPeNSES..........seeeeeecerscecerave soeccceerscssencnscscassoccscsssnccasasscecsseerene se!” 1,704 23 2,230 65 
Trust Funds Invested—Jacob Harman Gift........-.ssesccccccccescccsceererscseversssecrssssesecesccseceeceser: "50 00 
MG CtIG Lag has. ccieneweceienaycloiinie o'creineiniaeinie.cjsie vieinio nsinsieivineeaitiigngsiacinceis sees ced ocesisene rs Galth dervimieisciiaitetereieistaintey 20 68 
Electrotype Plates—Freight......--ecseeceeeeeeserneeeeeeeesee neces Sonais'o a'd'p sig pressle nies viamaie GS again Ma ginsars oleae os ee "15 
BUNGYICS.. voce eeeacgodeees se selcesleeatesvec@arcvevcestecetveseysesennasevindsedsenseseeeroseevvesecsescvedenenimnrs cess 8 50 
DE ————————— eee 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
ITORY. 
Manuf’g Rent of peels tra Discount 
Machin’ry| and Ex- Boxes, ¢ | Books un: 
Wages. | Material. | Repairs & | Manufac- | & Toois. | pensesin | Cartage. Bee | re Imported, | 0” Sales. 
alicia Depository| Posages | turned. _|Duties, ete. 
Ce 
Cash.......| 9,773 31] 7,379 50 49 82 135 22 121 86 457 OT 530 78 eos ee oe 18,447 56 
¢ 38 389 9h 
Transfers.. open Foes also tes ane Siete ede sare 85 81} 1,690 75 | 1,613 Sy Ih. 
Total WPratinferso:sssisyis 12s <2iSev Gal vcs vovsa via ossewenansenmnataniesyeecesemeeenes| 21/002 72 
© —Cagh Disbursements......sscveccsececececncencessesccevscssossvacessesnseosssessessssec ss sree 29,880 64 
Cash Balance forward to July, LOWE ik a oR HA, UO CID. MOD rae esas 24,701 38 
transf tween different | 
N B,—The arene in Ivanio type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary payments by ‘er as be! the $54,582 02 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LIL.D.............:. President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ 

rrespondin 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ ( ysis 4 
REV.“ALBERT S. HUNT DiD...<.2..5-. 0. ) Secretaries. 
WLLLIAM FOULED aas. Fieiov ie ocvns eee veeneenees Treasurer. 
CALEB UT. ROW Bix coccsaeacene tap adsense eerey General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books and communications for the Bible Society Record, 
should be addressed to “‘The Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to ‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
ete.. and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. No books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books, 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rey. Z. A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
AIC ATI SAR cease cca ctarea cit eet Rey. E. M. PIPKIN, 
: Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada.....:...... Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, D.D., 
Oakland, Cal. 
GGOLGia. soca ae tas gate eretieien Rev. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Barnesville, Ga. 
AUINOIS 605 cence oe sag esoewn teres Rev. E. G. SMITH, 
Princeton, Il. 
TUCHMAN ses.0 5 eeeb ee tees bese ees s Rev. W. J. VIGUS, 
Wabash, Ind, 
LOW iene pide conc cnesnec .....Rey. R. W. HUGHES, 
Grinnell, Iowa. 
AR ARBAS cats oicis'aistein ye crate storenicoe a Rey. J. H. Lockwoop, 
; Salina, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rey. GEO. S. SAVAGE, M. D. 


Winchester, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi......., Rey, J. W. MCLAURIN, 
New Orleans, La. 
Michigan & Wisconsin...:...... Rev. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 


Minnesota & N. & S. Dakota....Revy. Josaua T. EVANS, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


PMIBSOUT Iyer. teincee cones ot stats casita Rey. H, P. Bonn, 
, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- ome G. W. WAINWRIGHT, D.D., 
IA TEL GS crv. ststs talclova 11s sisvacejsiatolarsie vier} Blair, Neb. 
New Jersey & Delaware.........Rev. WILLIAM W. MOFFETT, 
Camden, N. J. 
TNO YON srs ns diorstarentalsre.ete oterers . Rev, D, K, VAN DOREN, 
Mechanicsville, N, Y. 
North & South Carolina...... , Rev. THOMAS H. LAw, D.D., 
: Spartanburg, S. C. 
Ohlone, Me ee jecvsee stapes GOV ad. Dy GLRLEDTN, 


Cleveland, Ohio. 


Oregon, Washington, Idaho, pee P. C. Hetzumr, 
ontana, and Utah Terr’y. Salem, Oregon. 


POX AS 2 cos hai neat cate unre oi Sate Rey. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 
Austin, Texas, 
West Virginia.......... toeeeeeess REV. THOMAS COTTON, 
. Parkersburg, W, Va. 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. Y., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER, — 


BisLE SocrETY RECORD, 


letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. _ 
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NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. a 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy t 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


Pewee 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


e 


ee a ae oe 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the ~— 
Auxiliary. . q 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. 

Pubdlie institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public librarées, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. _ 


ee eT, ee ee 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 3 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for _ 
1892, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United f 
States postage in all cases will be.prepaid by the Society, 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance, Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 
tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of the 
Society. eee 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, — 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit- 
ances ane moaned. Other copies may be ordered at 
club rates; but the money should in all cases accompa I 
the order. é ‘ : a 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails to — 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact b 
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